
The Value of People 

Introduction. People make the difference in every organization, including the 
local church. They’re the way churches transform informational and spiritual resources 
into services that Christians and non-Christians value. And people relish being known, 
understood, acknowledged, and valued.


But let’s not forget that people are important to God, especially His people. In 
fact, to emphasize how much He esteems us, the Bible uses different names, 
metaphors, and descriptions that speak to our relationship and value to Him.


In 1 Peter 2:1-10, Peter uses three different and distinct analogies that affirm 
God’s affinity for His people.


I. We Are Children in God’s Family (vv. 1-3) 

A. Like “newborn babes” God provides nourishment for us through His Word. The 
milk of His Word is pure, unadulterated, and undefiled. It’ll strengthen us against 
the defilements an evil world.


B. Like any parent who desires the best for His children, and seeks their protection 
from harmful influences, God doesn’t want His children to contaminate their 
lives with “malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and evil speaking”.


C. God’s a good and gracious Father. He wants to satiate our souls with a taste of 
spiritual food that will help us grow and stay away from evil (Psalm 119:11).


II. We Are Stones in God’s Temple (vv. 4-8) 

A. From the days of Solomon, the temple was a special place to the Jewish 
people. It represented God’s presence. It was a place where humanity could 
connect with divinity. It was a sanctified, set apart, and holy place.


B. In the same way, we are the “lively stones” that comprise God’s temple today. 
We are His “spiritual house”. And just as each stone is important in the structure 
of the building, so each person in God’s temple is needed.


C. It shouldn’t be lost on us that this relationship is one in which we enjoy 
communion with God. It’s a special, unique, and hallowed relationship (1 
Corinthians 3:16).


D. It’s worth noting that Peter didn’t take credit for being the rock on which the 
temple was built (cp. Matthew 16:18). Jesus Christ is the chief cornerstone. 
We’re connected to and built on and around Him. No wonder Peter spoke of 
this relationship as “precious.”


III. We Are Priests of God’s Priesthood (vv. 9-10) 

A. Peter now switches metaphors from the building to the priests who served and 
offered sacrifices in the building. In the Old Testament only those from the tribe 
of Levi could be priests.


B. But today, there isn’t a separate priesthood in the church. There’s no clergy-laity 
distinction. All Christians are priests.

1. We are called a “royal priesthood”. We enjoy direct access to God, as we 

bring our spiritual offerings to Him (Hebrews 13:15).
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2. We are a “chosen generation”. Just like God chose Israel, not because of 
their greatness, but based on His love (Deuteronomy 7:7-8), He also has 
chosen us (Ephesians 1:4).


3. We are a “holy nation”. We’re citizens in God’s kingdom (Colossians 1:13). 
And our citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 3:20).


4. We are a “people for God’s own possession”. What a high honor and distinct 
privilege of being God’s “own special people” (Hebrews 8:10). Of course, we 
didn’t earn that right. It’s because of His mercy toward us (Ephesians 2:4-5).


Conclusion. The next time you feel alone, forgotten, and unknown, remember 
that God knows your name. You belong to Him — and you are special to Him.
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