
5 Gifts You Can Give 

Introduction. Constructed over 21 years between 1632 to 1653, The Taj Mahal 
is the tomb house of an emperor’s wife. The illustrious design of the tomb house 
features a base, dome, minaret, plant motifs-wall, reflective tiles, and marble jali lattice. 
Alternatively, its interiors also feature flowers carved in marble, incised paintings, finial 
floor tiling, and many other art pieces. The building is valued at over $800 million today, 
making it one of the most expensive gifts in history.


Gift giving never seems to come easy to me. Trying to find that perfect gift 
requires creativity, effort, and diligence — and sometimes we’re just lacking. However, 
here are 5 gifts that you don’t have to think of on your own. They’re free and can be 
downright easy to give. They’re in fashion, not just at Christmas but year round.


I. The Gift of Praise 

A. Praise builds up. It lifts spirits, brings smiles, recognizes accomplishments, 
restores confidence, and gives hope. George W. Adams expressed it this way: 
“Encouragement is oxygen to the soul.”


B. We offer praises to God (Hebrews 13:15), and we should offer praise to one 
another. We know there will be times for rebuke and correction (2 Timothy 4:3; 
Galatians 2:14), but don’t forget about the time of praise.


C. We may offer praise either verbally, or in the form a note, an email, text 
message, or phone call (1 Thessalonians 5:11). Look for opportunities to praise 
others for their success, a job well done, or selflessly serving the needs of 
others. When we do, we will edify the body of Christ and cause it to grow 
(Ephesians 2:20-22; cp. Acts 9:31).


II. The Gift of Understanding 

A. Stephen Covey, author of 7 Habits of Highly Effective People, offered this 
advice: “Seek first to understand, then to be understood.”


B. Deep down everyone desires understanding. How many times have we heard 
young people cry, “My parents just don’t understand”? Or a wife lament, “My 
husband doesn’t understand me”?


C. The apostle Peter exhorts husbands to “live with your wives in an understanding 
way” (1 Peter 3:7). The NIV translates it as “considerate” which means “insight 
and tact, a conscious sensitivity to God’s will.” That’s not only a good practice 
in marriage, but in all relationships.


D. In Luke 24:45, Jesus opened the understanding of the disciples’ minds. Delving 
into His Word can unlock the wisdom in our understanding (Proverbs 14:29; 
17:27; 18:2).


E. Dale Carnegie observed that “Any fool can criticize, complain, and condemn — 
and most fools do. But it takes character and self-control to be understanding 
and forgiving.” George Bernard Shaw added, “The worst sin towards our fellow 
creatures is not to hate them, but to be indifferent to them: that’s the essence of 
inhumanity.”
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III. The Gift of Gratitude 

A. The ancient Roman philosopher Cicero is credited with saying, “Gratitude is not 
only the greatest of virtues, but the parent of all the others.”


B. The psalmists were thankful in the Old Testament (Psalm 118:24; 136:1), and the 
New Testament exhorts us to “be thankful” (Colossians 3:15; 1 Thessalonians 
5:18) — to show appreciation, not just to God (Hebrews 12:28), but to other 
people (2 Thessalonians 1:3). Paul in his letters frequently expressed his 
appreciation for the people he was writing to and his gratitude for their support.


C. Don’t take people for granted. An anonymous proverb says, “Even the strongest 
feelings expire when ignored and taken for granted.”


D. Show appreciation and gratitude in your family, church, school, and 
neighborhood. Do it among your friends and even with those you chance to 
meet everyday who serve your needs or show some act of kindness. Don’t 
fixate on all your problems, Where your heart is, there will be your treasure 
(Matthew 6:21). Make it one of gratitude.


IV. The Gift of Concession 

A. Briefly stated, you don’t have to be right all the time. You don’t have to win all 
the time. You don’t have to have your way all the time.


B. Now we’re not talking about compromising the truth. The Word of truth will 
sanctify us (John 17:17), and we can’t have any fellowship with the “unfruitful 
works of darkness” (Ephesians 5:11).


C. The Bible teaches the spirit of mutual submission (Ephesians 5:21). William Paul 
Young, author of The Shack, was right when he wrote, “Submission isn’t about 
authority and it’s not obedience; it’s all about relationships of love and respect.”


D. A significant portion of the New Testament discusses our differing opinions on 
issues where God hasn’t legislated. Paul, in Romans 14-15 and in 1 Corinthians 
8-10, laid out instructions for saints to concede to one another in the matter of 
our opinions.

1. Romans 14:1-3: We shouldn’t despise or judge one another because God 

has accepted us in our “doubtful things” or opinions.

2. Romans 14:10-13: We shouldn’t judge our brethren for we will all be judged 

by God at the end of time.

3. Romans 14:20-23: We shouldn’t destroy the work of God over our opinions; 

instead, we should hold them conscientiously and privately.

4. 1 Corinthians 8:9: Don’t let your liberty to observe your conscientious 

opinion become a stumbling block for others.

5. 1 Corinthians 8:12: When you behave in a way that damages someone’s 

weak conscience, you damage Christ.

6. 1 Corinthians 8:13: Paul was willing to concede his right to eat meat offered 

to dolls if it would cause his brethren to stumble.

E. No one’s opinions are right all of the time. Opinions elevated to the level of truth 

will never help a church — it’ll only hurt it. Are you willing to concede your rights 
and opinions for the good of your friends, family, or brethren?
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V. The Gift of Attention 

A. An old proverb says, “Attention is like a daily bouquet of love.” Giving another 
person your time, respect, and undivided attention is a great gift.


B. Paul foretold that the “last days” would include “perilous times” as people 
became “lovers of themselves” (2 Timothy 3:1-4). Evil exists where there is self-
seeking (James 3:16).


C. The Bible urges us to “pay attention to the interest of others” (Philippians 2:4; 
cp. Proverbs 21:13; 28;27). And to make the most of our opportunities, as we 
wisely use our time (Ephesians 5:15-16).


D. Motivational speaker and author Jim Rohn was on target when he wrote, 
“Wherever you are, be there.” Pay attention to people (1 Corinthians 10:24).


Conclusion. I said at the beginning that sometimes these gifts are downright 
easy to give. I stand by that, but I also realize that it’s hard to do when people are 
unkind, indifferent, or refuse to reciprocate towards you. It’s hard to do this when 
you’re not feeling it. But the reward for giving these gifts will be worth the price.


It’s sad to spend a lot money on your family and friends, yet fail to give them the 
very gifts they need the most. People may not respond well to you, but you’ll have the 
satisfaction that you’ve done all you can to cultivate a relationship with someone else.


I am deeply indebted to Ken Weliever for the use of his material.
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