
The Worst Church 

Introduction. There’s about thirty churches mentioned in the New Testament. 
The church at Laodicea is first mentioned in Colossians 4:16. Of course, there’s not 
enough information for us to know if the church is in distress or not. But by the time 
they were mentioned in Revelation 3:14-22, it’s clear that they were in trouble; so much 
trouble, in fact, that they could be considered the worst church in the New Testament.


There’s four elements in this account that need investigating. The first two reveal 
its condition while the second two address the cure.


I. Its Threefold Boast 

A. Rich (Luke 12:15-21; 1 Timothy 6:6-19).

B. Have become wealthy (Luke 18:18-30).

C. Have need of nothing (2 Corinthians 10:12, 18).


II. Its Threefold Folly 

A. Self-sufficient (Luke 14:26-33; 18:9-14).

B. Self-important (Matthew 16:24; Luke 9:23-25, 62).

C. Self-satisfied (Philippians 3:8-18; Colossians 1:23).

D. The spirit of the surrounding culture had crept into the congregation and had 

paralyzed their spiritual life. Christ knew its true condition (v. 17):

1. Wretched (Romans 7:24) and miserable (1 Corinthians 15:19).


a) These two are to be linked together, while the latter three explain this 
twofold condition in more detail (cp. v. 18).


b) To be “wretched” physically describes life when everything one owns has 
been destroyed or plundered by war. Here it refers to the Laodiceans’ 
spiritual destitution and pitiableness before God.


2. Poor (Ephesians 2:12).

3. Blind (2 Peter 1:5-10).

4. Naked (2 Corinthians 5:1-11).


E. They were useless to Christ because they were complacent, self-satisfied, and 
indifferent to the real issues of faith in Him and of discipleship.


III. Its Threefold Need 

A. Gold tried in fire (1 Peter 1:7-9).

B. White raiment (Revelation 3:4-5).

C. Eye salve (2 Corinthians 5:7).


IV. Its Threefold Counsel 

A. Be zealous (Psalm 1:1-3; Titus 2:10-14).

B. Repent (Luke 13:3-5; Acts 3:19; 17:30-31; 2 Peter 3:9).

C. Hear my voice (Matthew 7:24; John 6:44-45; 12:48).


Conclusion. To me, the greatest lesson to be learned today is that no one is 
beyond the grace of God. We look at Laodicea and think, “What a mess”. But every 
one and every church can repent and be welcomed back by God (Luke 15:10).
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